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3.1: How to Get Cost Reduction in Green Roof Construction  
 
Author 
Peter Philippi studied Landscape Architecture at the Technical University of Munich, 
Germany graduating in 1981. For more than twenty years he managed a company 
specialized in designing, constructing and maintaining green roofs and rooftop gardens 
in Germany. He is President of Green Roof Consulting GbR located in Stuttgart, 
Germany and Managing Member of Green Roof Service LLC located in Maryland, USA. 
 
 
Contact 
peterphilippi@aol.com 
 
 
Session Summary 
Green roofs can improve a city’s environment and mitigate stormwater problems. But 
not all kinds of green roofs have the same ecological efficiency. A comparison between 
different kinds of green roofs shows that extensive green roofs have the best cost 
benefit ratio. Besides choosing the right kind of green roof the cost benefit ratio can 
either be influenced by providing bigger benefit or by cutting down costs. While many 
benefits work only long term and are hard to evaluate, cutting down costs has an instant 
effect. The comparison between the German and US American green roof market 
shows a huge difference in prices. Why do German green roofs cost only 10% of what 
they cost in the United States? A closer look at material costs and market prices show 
reasons for higher costs in the United States and how cost reduction could be achieved. 
Standardization and certification of green roof products and the introduction of complete 
green roof systems, for example, can help to minimize material costs. Specialization 
and training can reduce installation costs. The key to economical green roof installation 
however is the introduction of modern conveyance technology. 
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3.1: Green Roof Infrastructure in China 
 
Author 
Dr. Dongjiann Yu, Turen Design Institute, is one of the leading advocates of landscape 
architecture and green roofs in China.  
 
Contact 
kj@turenscape.com 
 
Session Summary 
This session will provide an overview of the many green roof developments taking place 
in China. 
 
 


