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Case Studies and Design 
1.2: Lessons from “ The Green Giants”  
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Biographies of Speakers and Session Summaries 
 

 
1.2: Learning From Millennium Park, Chicago 
 
Author 
Terry Guen is principal landscape architect with Terry Guen Design Associates (TGDA). 
Terry has twenty years experience designing nationally recognized public landscape 
spaces, including the 2005 Green Roofs for Healthy Cities Intensive Award Winner, 
Chicago’s Lakefront Millennium Park. TGDA’s small consulting team promotes the 
establishment of ecological systems, increasing biodiversity and sustainable 
landscapes. 
 
Contact 
tgda@tgda.net 
 
 
Session Summary 
Chicago’s Millennium Park has redefined the expectations of integrating art, landscape, 
and performance within public space, and the form, magnitude, and quality in which it 
can be presented.  “Learning from Millennium Park” will discuss lessons learned from 
the installation of this 24.5 acre constructed landscape, with a focus on shaping the 
public opinion of aesthetics, plant selection, and soil.  Examples will include the 4’ 
planting profile of the large-scale park plantings, the specialty botanic perennial display 
of the Lurie Garden, the Harris Music and Dance Theatre intensive green roof 
installation of primarily Illinois native grasses and forbs, and the reinforced natural turf 2-
acre installation of the Great Lawn. 
 
 
1.2: Rams Head Center: An Innovative Vegetative Roof Plaza at the University of 
North Carolina 
 
Authors 
Michele Adams is a professional engineer with over twenty years of experience, 
specializing in “Sustainable Site Design” and alternative stormwater management.  She is 
one of the primary authors of the new Pennsylvania Stormwater BMP Manual and a 
frequent lecturer on innovative stormwater design. 
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Andrew Potts earned his Bachelors degree in physics from Ursinus College.He went on 
to perform research on watershed modeling for the University of Virginia, completed his 
thesis on Watershed Management and graduated with a MS in Civil Engineering in 
2000.  Since then he has spent 6 years at Cahill Associates focused on stormwater 
management design, porous pavements, vegetated roofs, watershed studies, 
hydrologic analyses, sustainable site design, and development plan reviews. He has 
also co-authored several articles on stormwater management through infiltration, porous 
pavement, and watershed modeling. 
 
Contact 
madams@thcahill.com 
apotts@thcahill.com 
 
Session Summary 
The Rams Head Center is a multi-use development at the University of North Carolina – 
Chapel Hill which includes a large parking garage covered by a one-acre green roof 
plaza.  The facility is in a valley adjacent to the stadium, and the green roof serves as a 
crucial link between two sides of the campus.  The center’s roof leaders are visibly 
conveyed to a cistern located beneath the plaza walkways.  The 56,000-gallon cistern is 
constructed of recycled plastic units and provides irrigation for the plaza.  The plaza 
includes lawn, trees, seating areas, and walkways.  Beneath the vegetation is a gravel 
layer that conveys stormwater across the roof and provides subsurface irrigation for the 
trees.  During large storms, the entire green roof system discharges into a bioswale, a 
stormwater infiltration bed, and a re-created stream segment. 
 
Rams Head was designed as part of the UNC Chapel Hill Stormwater Master Plan, 
which includes a second smaller green roof and future plans for additional green roofs 
as well as other innovative BMPs.  UNC has implemented a rigorous stormwater 
management program to prevent any increase in urban runoff volume as the campus 
grows and expands, and Rams Head is a major part of this program.  The 4-year 
construction process was completed in September 2005. 
 
 
1.2: The Rose Kennedy Greenway: a 30 Acre Green Roof Installation atop the 
Boston “ Big Dig”  
 
Author 
David Walsh is registered as both a landscape architect and architect, and has over 
twenty years experience in these respective fields.  Dave is very interested in 
sustainable design issues and “green design” and is a USGBC LEED® 2.0 Accredited 
Professional.  He is versed in all aspects of contract administration, design, and 
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construction administration.  His project portfolio includes works in New England, the 
American Midwest, and the Middle East. 
 
Contact 
dwalsh@copley-wolff.com 
 
Session Summary 
While not viewed as a green roof in a traditional sense, the roof deck of Central 
Artery/Tunnel (CAT) project in Boston, MA, commonly referred to as the “Big Dig,” will 
soon support a 30 acre parkway system with a cross section typical of an intensive 
green roof.  The technology supporting this urban open space, formally known as the 
Rose Kennedy Greenway, owes much of its anticipated success to the materials and 
techniques familiar to those in the Green Roof community.  These include 
waterproofing, protection board, reservoir layer, planting medium, and plant materials to 
support a layer of green over occupied spaces. 
 
In total, The Central Artery/Tunnel Project will create more than 300 acres of 
landscaped and restored open space, including over 45 parks and major public plazas.   
The centerpiece of this open space will be a series of parks that extend primarily in the 
path of the old elevated Central Artery from Chinatown through the Wharf District and 
North End to the Fleet Center.  
 
The nearly 30 acres of parks and greenspace will be accessed from a new boulevard 
and other reconstructed surface streets with improved pedestrian walkways and 
landscaping will be made possible through the installation a special growing medium 
and will support, when completed in 2008 will support: 
 


